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On March 25, spokespersons for the Uruguayan Chamber of Industries (CIU) told members of
the national congress that 15,000 workers will likely lose their jobs after implementation of tariff
reductions in April. The Chamber called on legislators to substitute the government's tariff cut
schedule in favor of a calendar for merging tariff rates and customs procedures adopted in 1990
under the agreement creating the Southern Cone Common Market (Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay
and Uruguay). In September, the tariff rate on final consumer goods and equipment reduced to
30%. Rates on intermediate goods were cut to 20%, and on raw materials and "basic inputs," to 10%.
Beginning next month, tariffs on the first and second import categories are to be reduced to 24%,
17%, respectively, and in January 1993, to 20% and 15%. (Basic data from Agence France-Presse,
03/25/92)
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